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The V Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures was held in Washington, D.C., on February 28, 2013. 

This meeting was held pursuant to a mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) “Advancing Hemispheric Security:  A Multidimensional Approach," which requests that the Permanent Council be instructed to convene the Fifth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures for the last quarter of 2012, to examine the application of confidence- and security-building measures throughout the region. 


The following delegations took part in this Forum: Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
The full list of participants was published as document CSH/FORO-V/doc.10/13 rev. 1 corr. 1.

INAUGURAL SESSION

· Opening remarks by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

To open the Forum, the Alternate Representative of Colombia, Mr. Rodrigo Amaya, took the floor in his capacity as Vice Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, encouraging those in attendance to use this forum to exchange best practices and experiences.  He stressed the importance of implementing confidence- and security-building measures to maintain peace and security, dialogue, and mutual trust among the member states.

FIRST PLENARY SESSION

1-2.
Adoption of the draft agenda and draft schedule

The first plenary session adopted the draft agenda (CSH/FORO-V/doc.2/13 rev. 1) and Draft Schedule (CSH/FORO-V/doc.3/13 rev. 1) of the V Forum; in that regard, it should be noted that the delegations made no observations on these documents.

3.
Adoption of the Draft Rules of Procedure


The Draft Rules of Procedure (CSH/FORO-V/doc.4/13 rev. 1), proposed by the Chair, were adopted without comment by the delegations.

4.
Election of officers of the meeting

An election for the Chair of the V Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures was held. The Delegation of El Salvador nominated Mr. Giovanni Snidle, Alternate Representative of the United States to the OAS, who was elected by acclamation.

This was followed by the election of the Vice Chair of the Forum. The Delegation of Colombia nominated Ms. Patricia D’Costa, Alternate Representative of Canada to the OAS. She was elected by acclamation.


The election of the rapporteur was held next. The Delegation of Panama nominated the Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, Vitaliano Gallardo. He, too, was elected by acclamation.

5.
Reports of the Secretariat:
Presentation by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security
The OAS Secretariat's report (CSH/FORO-V/doc.8/13) was delivered by Ambassador Adam Blackwell, Secretary for Multidimensional Security (SMS), who spoke about the Consolidated Annual Report of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC) and Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (CSBMs), including the roster and the inventory of CSBMs.  He described the CITAAC as a key instrument for transparency in weapons acquisitions. Among support activities for this forum, he mentioned collaboration with the IADB. To improve the work of the Secretariat, he asked the member states to submit their reports, clearly identify the year for which they are reporting, to be as precise as possible. He asked the member states to take a greater involvement and to cooperate by sending in annual reports and suggesting how the Secretariat could respond more effectively and efficiently.

Report of the Inter-American Defense Board
The Inter-American Defense Board's (IADB's) Captain Noriaki Wada made a statement (CSH/FORUM-V/INF.3/13) detailing the results of the Seminar on White Papers and the inventory of  confidence- and security-building measures and national defense policies in the region. He noted as well that the above-mentioned seminar was conducted by the Secretariat of the IADB, in coordination with the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, and brought together civilian and military officials from 20 countries of the Americas. Representatives from Brazil, Canada, USA, and Peru made presentations on the concepts and methodology they used in preparing their white papers, making an invaluable contribution for countries that intend to implement or improve their publications.

Comments by the delegations

BRAZIL:

Thanked Captain Noriaki, noting that his presence at the Forum was a reminder of the importance Brazil placed on CSBMs for the consolidation of peace in our hemisphere.  It also presented us an opportunity to underscore the importance of the issue of defense in the civil society arena.  It underscored the fact that the Minister of Defense of Brazil presented the President of the Congress with the white paper was an indication of the importance Brazil placed on the process of national preparation of that document as a CSBM. 

United States:

Stressed the importance of cooperation on defense matters and put forth the following suggestions: 

1.
Request the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Inter-American Defense Board to develop an electronic template for online submission of annual reports on CSBMs implemented by member states in keeping with the Consolidated List of CSBMs.
2.
Request the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to continue improving access to the OAS websites and those of their CSBM-related entities.  Also encourage the Secretariat to improve the Compendium of reports, suggesting it be made more attractive.

3.
It reported that United States will be sending a request to the Inter-American Defense Board to revise the current CSBMs in accordance with its Statutes and, if necessary, recommend further measures to promote confidence- and security-building.

VENEZUELA:
Noted that CSBMs provide an opportunity for interaction, for peace and solidarity among states. They are voluntary and reciprocal. Countries must commit to peace and respect for one another's sovereignty. Noted that Venezuela was a member of the South American Defense Council, which complements the work on CSBMs.

6.
Best practices and experiences in format and procedures for implementing CSBMs by regional and subregional organizations

The following presentations were delivered via videoconference:

· Daniël Prins, Chief of the Conventional Arms Branch, UN Office for Disarmament Affairs 
In his presentation on Transparency through Confidence- and Security-Building Measures and Military Expenditures (CSH-FORO-V/INF.1/13), he outlined the history of confidence-building measures, the format of the reports, and the similarity with those of the CITAAC. There is one difference:  the CITAAC is a treaty and the United Nations register is a agreement, which is more flexible in terms of amendment. 

He also referred to the importance of submitting nil reports and noted as well the United Nations website that includes an interactive map that allows delegations to compare and connect data.

Mr. Prins underscored the importance of pursuing new cooperative ties with the OAS in the area of information-sharing between the Secretariats responsible for said reports.

And finally, he said that the issue of confidence-building measures will have to take into account the forthcoming negotiations on the Arms Treaty that would be taken up soon.

· Fabian Grass, Forum for Cooperation in the Area of Security, official of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)

In his presentation (CSH-FORO-V/INF.2/13), Mr. Grass outlined the history of CSBMs in the European region. He described the Vienna Document 2011, mentioning as well the areas of cooperation, verification, risk reduction, dialogue, and the excellent results obtained. Cooperation between and among states is neatly reflected in cooperation with new members–for example Mongolia, which has receive training for its experts. Reporting level has fallen globally, not just in the Americas.

Comments by the delegations

CANADA:
Noted the benefits of CSBMs and its capabilities and requested Mr. Grass broaden his presentation on this aspect.

CHILE:

Noted that one of the most important practices to improve country reporting and strengthen relations with the United Nations was the appointment of permanent staff to send reports, and offered interested states its expertise in this subject area.

UNITED STATES:

Said the challenge for the Organization is to see how the states reporting to the United Nations could report likewise to the OAS so as to achieve ongoing participation in these reports. It also requested information on global CSBMs that are part of an initiative by Argentina. 

With respect to CITAAC reports concerning the United Nations register, it noted that the United Nations had developed seven new categories and that it would make these available to the OAS for its reports to recognize these new categories and report on them without any need to change the definitions contained in the Convention, which would involve ratifying said Convention anew.

In terms of the presentation by Mr. Grass, he was asked whether the 90-95% rate of participation in the OSCE included a requirement to report annually.

OSCE:

Replying to the questions, Mr. Grass said the OSCE's success with its reports was because of the President's role, which has been critical in this process.  He also explained that a reminder is sent out one month before the deadline for submission of reports, after which deadline the President sends another reminder. If one month after the deadline no information has been received, the President directly contacts the states that have not reported. 

SECOND PLENARY SESSION

7.
Review and evaluation of existing CSBMs and discussion to consider and propose new CSBMs in the framework of resolution AG/RES. 2625 (XLI-O/11)


The delegations recalled that Confidence- and Security-Building Measures were voluntary, as was their nature as guidelines for the suggested criteria for the proposal of experts on confidence- and security-building measures of the member states. 


The delegations also shared ideas on the best way to proceed on the tasks to be given to the Secretariat and the Inter-American Defense Board on confidence- and security-building measures.


In terms of new measures, the delegations recalled the discussions begun at the IV Forum, particularly on giving consideration to extending the consolidated list of confidence-and security-building measures, based on the practices of states, the emergence of new areas, or technologies that may be of interest.


The delegation of Chile suggested including a measure # 37 to cover those that did not have a specific definition and did not appear on the consolidated list of CSBMs.


Finally, the delegation of Mexico referred to the guidelines established in the Hemisphere on confidence- and security-building measures and their contribution to regional peace and security and the importance of reporting on military spending, transparency in arms acquisitions, and exchange of military doctrines. Although confidence- and security-building measures are not legally binding, embracing them, as in the case of Mexico, is an important contribution to the creation of trust, based on regional stability. Finally, he called on the states to fulfill OAS resolutions on delivering reports.

9. Closing remarks by the Chair and presentation of Conclusions of the Forum


Mr. Giovanni Snidle thanked the experts for being at this V Forum and presented the conclusions of the Chair.


The Conclusions of the Chair of the Fifth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures were published as document CSH/FORO-V/doc.9/13.
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